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“(ix) Activities to support the active involve-
ment of parents in supporting program oper-
ations.

‘“(x) Program responsiveness to community
and parent needs.

‘“(C) TRAINING.—Appropriate training and
technical assistance shall be provided to the
members of the Policy Council to ensure that the
members understand the information the mem-
bers receive and effectively oversee and partici-
pate in the programs of the Head Start agency
or delegate.

““(3) IMPASSE POLICY.—The Secretary shall de-
velop policies and procedures describing how
Head Start agencies will implement shared deci-
sion-making, including a process for resolving
any impasse between the Governing Body and
the Policy Council.

““(d) COLLABORATION AND COORDINATION.—To
be so designated, a Head Start agency must col-
laborate and coordinate with public and private
entities to improve the available services to Head
Start children and families, including the fol-
lowing activities:

‘““(1) Conduct outreach to schools in which
children participating in Head Start programs
enroll, local educational agencies, the local
business community, community-based organi-
zations, faith-based organizations, museums,
and libraries to generate support and leverage
the resources of the entire local community in
order to improve school readiness.

“(2) In communities where both public pre-
kindergarten programs and Head Start programs
operate, a Head Start agency shall collaborate
and coordinate activities with the local edu-
cational agency or other public agency respon-
sible for the operation of the prekindergarten
program and providers of prekindergarten, in-
cluding outreach activities to identify eligible
children, as possible.

““(3) Head Start agency staff shall, with the
permission of the parents of children enrolled in
Head Start programs, regularly communicate
with the elementary schools such children will
be attending—

‘“(A) to share information about such chil-
dren; and

‘“(B) to ensure a smooth transition to elemen-
tary school for such children.

‘““(4) Each Head Start agency shall collabo-
rate, as appropriate, with providers of social
and community services available to children
and families participating in Head Start pro-
grams, and may support such partnerships with
financial agreements, when applicable, for the
provision of such services.

‘““(5) A Head Start agency shall take steps to
coordinate activities with the local educational
agency serving the community involved and
with schools in which children participating in
a Head Start program operated by such agency
will enroll following such program, including—

““(A) collaborating on the shared use of trans-
portation and facilities;

““(B) collaborating to enhance the efficiency
of services while increasing the program partici-
pation of underserved populations of eligible
children; and

““(C) exchanging information on the provision
of noneducational services to such children.

‘““(6) The Secretary, in consultation with the
Secretary of Education, shall—

““(A) evaluate the effectiveness of the projects
and activities funded under section 642A;

‘““(B) disseminate to Head Start agencies infor-
mation (including information from the evalua-
tion required by subparagraph (A)) on effective
policies and activities relating to the transition
of children from Head Start programs to public
schools; and

‘“(C) provide technical assistance to such
agencies to promote and assist such agencies to
adopt and implement such effective policies and
activities.

“(e) QUALITY STANDARDS, CURRICULA AND AS-
SESSMENT.—To be so designated, each Head
Start agency shall—
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‘(1) take steps to ensure, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, that children maintain the devel-
opmental and educational gains achieved in
Head Start programs and build upon such gains
in further schooling;

““(2) establish a program with standards set
forth in section 641A(a)(1), with particular at-
tention to the standards set forth in subpara-
graphs (4) and (B) of such section;

“(3) implement a research-based early child-
hood curriculum that promotes young children’s
school readiness in the areas of language and
cognitive development, early reading and
premathematics skills, socio-emotional develop-
ment, physical development, and approaches to
learning. Such curricula shall be—

“(A) based on scientifically based research
and have standardized training procedures and
curriculum materials to support implementation;

“(B) comprehensive, linked to ongoing assess-
ment, with developmental and learning goals
and measurable objectives; and focused on im-
proving the learning environment, teaching
practices, family involvement, and child out-
comes across all areas of development; and

“(C) aligned to the Head Start Child Out-
comes Framework developed by the Secretary
and to State early learning standards, as appro-
priate;

““(4) use ongoing, research-based assessment
methods that are developmentally appropriate,
culturally and linguistically responsive, and
tied to children’s daily activities in order to sup-
port the educational instruction of children in

the program, including language  skills,
prereading knowledge and premathematics
knowledge. Assessment instruments shall be

those designed and validated for making deci-
sions about teaching and learning and aligned
with the programs curricula and section
641A(a)(1);

“(5) use high-quality research-based develop-
mental screening tools that have been dem-
onstrated to be standardized, reliable, valid, and
accurate for children from a range of racial,
ethnic, linguistic, and cultural backgrounds, for
the purpose of meeting the relevant performance
standards;

“(6) adopt, in consultation with experts in
child development and with classroom teachers,
an assessment to be used when hiring or evalu-
ating any classroom teacher in a center-based
Head Start program. Such assessment shall
measure whether such teacher has mastered the
functions described in section 648A(a)(1) and at-
tained a level of literacy appropriate to imple-
ment Head Start curricula;

“(7) use the information provided from the as-
sessment conducted under section 640A(C)(2)(H)
to adopt a professional development plan that
leads to improved teacher effectiveness;

““(8) establish measurable objectives for the
provision of health, educational, nutritional,
and social services related to the program mis-
sion and to school readiness and provided under
this subchapter; and

“(9) develop procedures for identifying chil-
dren as limited English proficient, and inform
the parents of such children as to the instruc-
tional services used to help children make
progress towards acquiring the knowledge and
skills described in section 641A(a)(1)(B) and ac-
quisition of the English language.

“(f) FUNDED ENROLLMENT; WAITING LIST.—
Each Head Start agency shall enroll 100 percent
of its funded enrollment and maintain an active
waiting list at all times with ongoing outreach
to the community and activities to identify un-
derserved populations.

“(9) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING
PLAN.—In order to receive funds under this sub-
chapter, a Head Start agency shall develop an
annual technical assistance and training plan.
Such plan shall be based on the agency’s self-
assessment, the community-wide needs assess-
ment, the needs of parents and children to be
serviced by such agency, and the results of the
reviews conducted under section 641A(c).
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““(h) FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT.—In order to re-
ceive funds under this subchapter, a Head Start
agency shall document strong fiscal controls, in-
cluding the employment of well-qualified fiscal
staff with a history of successful management of
a public or private organization.”.

SEC. 9. HEAD START TRANSITION AND ALIGN-
MENT WITH K-12 EDUCATION.

Section 642A of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
9837a) is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 642A. HEAD START TRANSITION AND ALIGN-
MENT WITH K-12 EDUCATION.

“Each Head Start agency shall take steps to
coordinate with the local educational agency
serving the community involved and with
schools in which children participating in a
Head Start program operated by such agency
will enroll following such program to promote
continuity of services and effective transitions,
including—

‘(1) developing and implementing a system-
atic procedure for transferring, with parental
consent, Head Start program records for each
participating child to the school in which such
child will enroll;

““(2) establishing ongoing channels of commu-
nication between Head Start staff and their
counterparts in the schools (including teachers,
social workers, McKinney-Vento liaisons as es-
tablished under section 722 (g)(1)(J)(ii) of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii)), and health staff) to fa-
cilitate coordination of programs;

““(3) establish on-going communication for de-
veloping continuity of developmentally appro-
priate curricula between Head Start and local
educational agencies to ensure an effective tran-
sition and appropriate shared expectations for
children’s learning and development as they
make such transition to school;

‘““(4) organizing and participating in joint
training, including transition-related training
for school staff and Head Start staff;

“(5) conducting meetings involving parents,
kindergarten or elementary school teachers, and
Head Start program teachers to discuss the edu-
cational, developmental, and other needs of in-
dividual children;

‘““(6) helping parents of limited English Pro-
ficient children understand the method of in-
struction and other services provided by the
school in which such child will enroll after par-
ticipation in Head Start and as appropriate, in-
formation provided to parents of limited English
proficient children under section 3302 of title I11
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20U.S.C. 7012);

‘“(7) developing and implementing a family
outreach and support program in cooperation
with entities carrying out parental involvement
efforts under title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et
seq.) and family outreach and support efforts
under subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431-
11435);

‘““(8) assisting families, administrators, and
teachers in enhancing educational and develop-
mental continuity and continuity in parental
involvement activities between Head Start serv-
ices and elementary school classes;

‘““(9) linking the services provided in such
Head Start program with the education services,
including services relating to language, literacy,
and numeracy, provided by such local edu-
cational agency;

““(10) helping parents (including grandparents
and kinship caregivers, as appropriate) to un-
derstand the importance of parental involve-
ment in a child’s academic success while teach-
ing them strategies for maintaining parental in-
volvement as their child moves from Head Start
to elementary school;

““(11) developing and implementing a system to
increase program participation of underserved
populations of eligible children; and

““(12) coordinating activities and collaborating
to ensure that curricula used in the Head Start
program are aligned with—



